SHIHAB JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES
Volume (2), Issue (3) (Sept, 2026)
ISSN: 3136-2958

Liileady) a plall g ilf ALaa
2026 aaiiw 3 aaad) (2) Aaal)
3136-2958 >

PRARP W RTINS PRV P WP PPN P PRPPRR ¥ PPV R
allw daa sihuaa Al
Ll ¢ o) 311 Amalas ¢ e gl A i) A0S eyl AR o
The Monologue Technique in Ghalia Al-Dhir‘ani’s Novel Empty Bottles: An Analytical
Study
Amnnah Mustafa Salim
Department of Arabic Language, Abu-Issa Faculty of Education, University of Zawia, Libya
am.mustafa@zu.edu.ly

Received: 2582026 Revised: 30082026 Accepted: 15%2026 Publication: 26/ %2026

Abstract

This study examines the monologue technique in Ghalia Al-Dhir‘ani’s novel Empty Bottles,
aiming to identify the presence of this technique and explore its narrative, artistic, and
semantic functions, as well as its contribution to character development and the
representation of their internal conflicts. The study adopts an analytical approach by
identifying examples of monologue in the novel and analyzing them from artistic and
semantic perspectives, with particular attention to their role in revealing the characters’ inner
worlds and the thoughts, emotions, anxieties, and reflections that occupy them.

The study examines monologue through two main categories: direct and indirect monologue,
highlighting the ways in which each is employed in the novel. The findings indicate that
direct monologue enables characters to express their thoughts, emotions, and crises from
within themselves, whereas indirect monologue conveys the characters’ inner worlds through
the interaction between the narrator’s voice and the characters’ voices, as well as through the
evocation of their memories and concerns. The analyzed examples demonstrate the ability of
monologue to deepen the psychological dimension of the characters and highlight feelings of
anxiety, anger, longing, alienation, and fear of loss and deprivation.

The study concludes that monologue performs multiple functions. Artistically, it contributes
to slowing the pace of narration and provides characters with space to express their feelings,
thoughts, and concerns. Semantically, it reveals what remains unspoken in the narrative and
highlights the oppositions between desire and reality, presence and absence, and love and
loss. Symbolically, monologue is associated with the notion of “emptiness” conveyed by the
novel’s title, where “bottles” represent the self, while “emptiness” symbolizes loss,
deprivation, and need. Thus, the monologue technique contributes to deepening the
psychological and semantic structure of the novel and brings the reader closer to the inner
worlds of its characters.

Keywords: Monologue, Direct Monologue, Indirect Monologue, Narrative Discourse,
Narration, Empty Bottles, Ghalia Al-Dhir‘ani.
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