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Abstract:

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and peace and blessings be upon the
trustworthy Arab Prophet, and upon all his family and companions.

The Holy Quran was revealed to our master Muhammad—peace and blessings
be upon him—in stages over the course of twenty-three years. He memorized it and
encouraged his noble companions to memorize and attend to it. His blessed mosque
served as the first educational and pedagogical institution where the Holy Quran was
memorized, its meanings interpreted, and its principles taught; it was also a place
where Prophetic Hadiths were heard, acting as the initial nucleus for spreading
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knowledge among members of society. Following the example of the noble
Messenger in disseminating the Islamic faith, knowledge, jurisprudence, and Hadith,
Muslims strove to build mosques in cities, villages, and coastal regions alike.

From the time of the Prophet’s—peace and blessings be upon him—migration
from Mecca to Medina and his construction of the Quba Mosque and the Prophet’s
Mosque, and with the spread of the Islamic call to neighboring regions and cities—
facilitated by the Islamic conquests and the establishment of Islam in various lands,
including the Maghreb—a large number of mosques were built in the city of Tripoli
(Tripoli of the West). Consequently, mosques began to develop a distinct cultural
identity across the Maghreb in general, and in Tripoli in particular—a city
distinguished by its abundance of mosques. These mosques became centers for the
expansion of various fields of knowledge and instruction—especially religious
studies—highlighting cultural aspects alongside a wide range of other disciplines. All
of this was made possible by the city's numerous mosques and the care its inhabitants
devoted to them; this is the subject addressed in this research.

Keywords: Mosques, origins of mosques, status, importance, Tripoli mosques, role.
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