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Abstract

This exploratory study evaluates the outputs of XLM-RoBERTa-Large-XNLI for zero-shot classification of
fake and genuine news in the Libyan dialect. Six short texts with manually assigned reference labels were
examined: two in Modern Standard Arabic and four in Libyan Arabic. The experiment was reported as
running with Transformers in Google Colab, without task-specific fine-tuning. The original results table
shows agreement between model predictions and reference labels in five cases and disagreement in one.
Reported model scores include 50.5% for one dialectal text and 65.0% for the misclassified case. These
scores are classifier confidence values, not accuracy estimates or calibrated probabilities of truth. The sample
is too small to establish a statistically reliable dialectal performance gap. Future work should verify source-
level ground truth, compile a larger balanced Libyan dataset, and compare zero-shot and fine-tuned
baselines.

Keywords: Fake News Detection; Libyan Dialect; Zero-Shot Classification; XLM-RoBERTa; Natural
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